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Summary

Since 2003, Ministry of the Environment have conducted restoration project for the
Common Murre Uria aalge on Teuri Island, the only remnant breeding colony in Japan.
Since 2009, Common Murres have bred only in a cave. About 50 decoys were set inside
the cave to attract murres, and a sound system broadcasting Common Murre calls had
been installed at 20m below the cave. Since 2011, the project started to shoot Slaty-backed
Gulls Larus schistisagus and Jungle Crows Corvus macrorhynchos, predators for the murre
eggs and chicks, by air-rifle. As new monitoring devices, video cameras were set inside the
cave since 2012. Although in the cave we could have rarely observed them until 2011, we
could monitor eggs and chicks by the video cameras inside cave t since 2012.

In 2013, four video cameras set inside the cave. The video cameras were powered
by solar panels, and could monitor the murres inside nests for 3-8 hours per day. Maximum
35 adults were observed in the beginning of May, 109% in 2012. 13 eggs were incubated
from the late of May to the late of June. 11 eggs hatched from beginning to late of July.
Food consisted of Japanese Sandlance (37.6%), Zoarcoidei spp. (32.5%), Clupeidae
sp.(6.0%), Cottidae sp.(13.9%) fed to chicks for 117 times. Nine chicks fledged from late of

July, and an immature chick was left in the cave.
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